
  

May  2008   
Beloved friends, 
  
Beloved friends 
 
It gives me great delight to announce formally to the parish the hiring of Montine Vona-Pergola as our 
Christian Education Coordinator at St. James. We already know Tina well as a member of this 
congregation. She and Joe arrived shortly before I did, more than five years ago now. Their children, 
Luciano and Sophia, are friends to all, and according to Tina’s letter of application, a substantial 
influence in her reason for considering this position. 
 
“As a mother of two young children in our church,” she writes, “I strongly desire a robust Christian Ed 
program for them.” Tina has coordinated the nursery and pre-school classes, recruited and trained 
teachers, chosen curriculum, and provided support to teachers, families and the mid-high and high 
school youth who serve as baby-sitters. And what’s more, she’s full of ideas and creativity to expand 
that program in the coming years. We are so fortunate to have her take on this position. 
 
Fortunate, too, because we have a cadre of volunteers who regularly serve our church as teachers at all 
levels, from the nursery through senior high school. As the school year winds down, we’ll be 
celebrating those who are graduating and moving on, but we want to take special notice of those who 
have given their time and their talent to the faithful ministry of Christian Formation, the crucial task of 
all communities of faith. 
 
In our high school, Alison Mixter and Bridget Mathison gather a Sunday morning group for check-in, 
mutual support, book study, spiritual exploration and good coffee. Stephan Flores, Nancy Collins-
Warner, Todd Trembley and Sarah Trembley have offered their leadership in the mid-high group as 
they’ve explored the basics of our faith and how that faith is expressed in our daily lives. In the grade 
school class, Stephan Flores has coordinated a team that includes Nancy Collins-Warner, Sara 
Schofield, Pat Cruver, Chris Stone, Julie McCoy, and Beth Benten-Burns as they find creative ways to 
teach the core stories of our faith. The nursery crew, coordinated by Joe Pergola and Tina Vona-
Pergola, includes story-telling, music, games and worship led by Cherish Visger, Trevor Bond, and 
Julie McCoy. Our crew of baby-sitters, who receive a stipend from the Episcopal Church Women, are 
Micah and Emmett Cruver, Maddie Mixter and guest Sean Grady, Samantha and Christian Wohlfeil, 
Siri Hammond, Kate Burns, Rachel Mathison and Stephannie Ankrah. All of these people deserve our 
gratitude for supporting us in teaching the good news to our children and youth, and giving them the 
tools to share that good news with all they meet. 
 
As the school year draws to a close, and students and teachers alike prepare for the summer activities 
that may draw them away for awhile, let us all prepare to go forth into the world, filled with the power 
of the spirit, rejoicing in the good news that has raised us up and set us free. 
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The people The people The people The people     
of St. James are a of St. James are a of St. James are a of St. James are a 
community of faith community of faith community of faith community of faith 
rooted in God’s rooted in God’s rooted in God’s rooted in God’s 

unconditional love,unconditional love,unconditional love,unconditional love,    
seeking to express seeking to express seeking to express seeking to express 

that love to that love to that love to that love to     
one another, one another, one another, one another,     

our neighbors and our neighbors and our neighbors and our neighbors and 
the world. the world. the world. the world.     
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Is May15thIs May15thIs May15thIs May15th    
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RectorRectorRectorRector    

Mary Beth Rivetti    332-1742 

DeaconsDeaconsDeaconsDeacons                            

Theodore Nitz       334-1755 
Wilhelmina “Toni” Sarai-Clark 
        882-9255 

Senior WardenSenior WardenSenior WardenSenior Warden    

Sharon Nitz 

Junior Warden Junior Warden Junior Warden Junior Warden     

David Seamans 

Vestry MembersVestry MembersVestry MembersVestry Members        

*3-year terms 
Adam Benson ‘09   432-1076 
*Elsa K Peters ‘11    595-3511 
*Stephan Flores ’10 882-6508   
Sharon Nitz ‘09      334-1755 
David Seamans ‘09 332-1292 
Rob McCoy ‘10       334-6046 
Sara Schofield ‘10  
 315-382-1129 
John Brewer ‘10     332-3788 
Ruth Vanderwall ‘08 334-2629 

Clerk:  

Adam Benson 

TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer    

Dean Ritchie           334-3132 

Pastoral CarePastoral CarePastoral CarePastoral Care    

Carol Porter       334-7458 

YouthYouthYouthYouth    

Nursery Coordinators 
J. & T. Pergola        883-0734 
Christian Education 
Rev. Mary Beth Rivetti & 
Stephan Flores (vestry) 
Senior High 
Bridget Mathison    332-0803 
Alison Mixter          334-5384 

Altar Guild DirectorAltar Guild DirectorAltar Guild DirectorAltar Guild Director    

Linda Adams           882-0989 
Margaret Haggart    882-3078 

ECW CoECW CoECW CoECW Co----ChairsChairsChairsChairs    

Dawn Butler       332-5594 
Margaret Rehberg   872-0104 

Men’s BreakfastMen’s BreakfastMen’s BreakfastMen’s Breakfast    

Dean Ritchie           334-3132 
Phil Mixter      334-5384 

Building & GroundsBuilding & GroundsBuilding & GroundsBuilding & Grounds    

Jean Wardwell      334-5636 

Outreach/Social JusticeOutreach/Social JusticeOutreach/Social JusticeOutreach/Social Justice    

Joe Pergola      883-0734 
Todd Butler      332-5594 
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Published monthlyPublished monthlyPublished monthlyPublished monthly    

September to MaySeptember to MaySeptember to MaySeptember to May    
with a Summer Issuewith a Summer Issuewith a Summer Issuewith a Summer Issue    

VESTRY DIGEST 

   

Vestry Digest 

 
At its meeting on April 8, the vestry 

Unanimously and enthusiastically approved the selection of Montine Vona-
Pergola to serve as Christian Education Coordinator effective May 1 

Approved funds for the purchase and installation of a new ADA compliant, 
power-assist flush toilet to replace existing toilet in the women’s rest-
room 

Continued its review of advertising expenditures 
Heard from Sarah Schofield regarding plans for the Health and Wellbeing 

Fair upcoming, as well as information about the Afternoon Tea fund-
raiser for KIVA and the Central Asia Institute. 

Agreed to have Holy Land Olive Wood Sales in the church on Sunday, 
May 4 

 

Parish Office HoursParish Office HoursParish Office HoursParish Office Hours    
Carol:Carol:Carol:Carol:              Tues          Tues          Tues          Tues----Fri           9amFri           9amFri           9amFri           9am–––– 3pm 3pm 3pm 3pm    
                                                                                                                                                                                             Lunch from 1 Lunch from 1 Lunch from 1 Lunch from 1----2222    
    
Mary Beth:  TuesMary Beth:  TuesMary Beth:  TuesMary Beth:  Tues————Thurs   9am  Thurs   9am  Thurs   9am  Thurs   9am  ---- 3 p.m. 3 p.m. 3 p.m. 3 p.m.                

          Lunch from 12           Lunch from 12           Lunch from 12           Lunch from 12 ––––1111    

Belize Vitamin Project 
 
St. Matthew's Anglican School, a rural grammar school (14 miles from the nearest 
town) where most, if not all of the families live in poverty has 248 enthusiastic stu-
dents who are proud of their various heritages. Ann Mccoon, the principal, has started 
a school feeding program to supplement what may be only one meal a day for many of 
these kids.  I visited with Ann when I was in Belize in January and asked her what we 
could do to help.  She requested children's vitamins to help provide the basic nutri-
tional needs of these kids.  As she put it “If children don't have proper nutrition they 
can't learn”.  Since the government of Belize doesn't provide any funding for education 
except for teachers salaries, (the buildings are funding primarily by religious groups) 
and the cost of vitamins in Belize is prohibitive, I'm planning to purchase vitamins here 
and send/take them to Belize.  I'm applying for a matching MDG grant through the 
Diocese. You can find information about these grants on the front page of the April 
Inland Episcopalian. The Diocese will award $1 for every $2 contributed by the con-
gregation, up to a maximum grant of $400. The deadline to apply is June 1. I will be 
seeking funds from our Outreach Social Justice committee.  If anyone in the congrega-
tion feels called to donate money to help with this project please contact me.  
 
Thanks for the interest you have always shown in the work in Belize. 
 
Kay Surles 
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BereavementBereavementBereavementBereavement    
Support Group for WomenSupport Group for WomenSupport Group for WomenSupport Group for Women    

who have Experienced a Significant Losswho have Experienced a Significant Losswho have Experienced a Significant Losswho have Experienced a Significant Loss    
    

Wednesdays, 3 Wednesdays, 3 Wednesdays, 3 Wednesdays, 3 ----5 pm5 pm5 pm5 pm    
May 7 May 7 May 7 May 7 –––– June 25, 2008 June 25, 2008 June 25, 2008 June 25, 2008    
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Please join us for mutual support, education,Please join us for mutual support, education,Please join us for mutual support, education,Please join us for mutual support, education,    

empathy and gentle laughter…empathy and gentle laughter…empathy and gentle laughter…empathy and gentle laughter…    
Tea served with thoughtful sympathy.Tea served with thoughtful sympathy.Tea served with thoughtful sympathy.Tea served with thoughtful sympathy.    

    
Facilitated by Jessica Rivers & Nancy Facilitated by Jessica Rivers & Nancy Facilitated by Jessica Rivers & Nancy Facilitated by Jessica Rivers & Nancy 

CollinsCollinsCollinsCollins----WarnerWarnerWarnerWarner    
For more information and encouragementFor more information and encouragementFor more information and encouragementFor more information and encouragement    
Contact: Contact: Contact: Contact: riversj@familyhomecare.orgriversj@familyhomecare.orgriversj@familyhomecare.orgriversj@familyhomecare.org    

509509509509----397397397397----4641 or 3344641 or 3344641 or 3344641 or 334----6016601660166016    
    

Quarterly Report 

 
This is a summary of the treasurer’s report to Vestry, covering the first quarter of 2008.  As you can see, income is pretty well on track, as are 
expenses. 
 
I also reported to vestry progress in moving the ECW finances into a special fund.  The ECW checking account is being held up while out-
standing checks come through, and a CD is scheduled for maturity in mid-May.  The ECW money-market fund has been transferred, which 
supplies sufficient funds to cover expenses:  all ECW business is now being transacted through the Parish books. 
 
 

 
Dean Ritchie, Treasurer 

Prayer list 

Christian– Perthes Hip Disease 
Carol W.– Hand infection  
Sylvia L.– Surgery 
Jason– perforated esophagus surgery 
Marilyn– Cancer 
Ellen– Cancer 
Pete R.– Cancer 
Jenni– Cancer 
Ginny– Cancer 
Sharon– Cancer 
Gale– Cancer 
Bill– Ill 
Jeri-MS 
Lori P.– MS 
Nicholas– mental illness 
Sean- schizophrenia 
Sofia- juvenile rheumatoid arthritis 
Janine– depression  
Rob K.- neuropathy 
Bob-serving in Iraq 
Kelly– Life transition 
Henry and Claire– Life transition 
The Harvey's– restoration from house fire 

General Fund Summary           
Account 2008 Budget Budget to Date 2008 Actual Over Under 

Receipts           
  Pledges $145,331.57 $36,332.89 $41,185.00 $4,852.11  

    Givers of record $7,000.00 $1,750.00 $1,870.00 $120.00  
                  

        Total Receipts $186,000.00 $58,751.32 $63,968.75 $5,217.43  

Disbursements           

      Total Personnel Expense $104,152.48 $26,788.12 $23,984.00  $2,804.12 

      Total Diocesan Assessment $35,090.00 $8,772.50 $8,772.51 $0.01  

      Total Ministry Expenses $3,350.00 $1,850.00 $1,798.31  $51.69 

      Total Worship Expenses $900.00 $375.00 $509.91 $134.91  

      Total Stewardship Expenses $400.00 $100.00 $0.00  $100.00 

      Total Outreach Expenses $3,300.00 $825.00 $50.00  $775.00 

      Total B& G Expenses $30,144.68 $9,411.17 $11,374.85 $1,963.68  

      Total Administration $8,700.00 $2,175.00 $2,468.68 $293.68  

                  

        Total Disbursements $186,037.16 $50,296.79 $48,958.26  $1,338.53 



4 

From the Senior Warden  
 
In her sermon on April 5th, Mary Beth called 
our attention to the message of two prominent 
preachers, Jeremiah Wright and Marin Luther 
King, Jr. as they challenged Americans to be 
better people, to strive for a better way.  She 
was reminding us that “God has called us to a 
better way.” 
 
Wright and King were applying that idea to 
our nation.  I would like you to apply it to our 
congregation. 
 
In the past couple of years the vestry has set 
goals that not only keep us solvent financially 
but also, and more importantly, focus our ef-
forts on ministry, fellowship, discipleship.  
Those goals include improved communication 
through town meetings and a new website; 
increased emphasis on education which added 
study groups and the position of an education 
director; support for outreach to recycle 
household items to the community, send stu-
dents to New Orleans, and to provide soup to 
the hungry plus a long list of fellowship tradi-
tions including Kick-off Sunday, Twelfth 
Night, Sinners Dinners, Episcobats, and now 
High Tea! 
 
Many of the events just listed were started by 
one or two parishioners who saw a need, who 
wanted something new, who dared to be bet-
ter.  These ministries were not mandated by 
the diocesan office or the national church.  
They were a product of people responding to 
people.  
 
As a member of St. James church, you belong 
to this legacy of ministry AND you can re-
spond to the call “to be better.”  It is up to you. 
What would you do to make our ministries 
better? What needs to be done?  
Do you have a dream? 
Do you see a need? 
Do you have a better way? 
Tell me. 
 
Sharon Nitz 

 

 Campus Ministry News  
 
As we crest at WSU graduation, it’s important to look back briefly.  
We’ve had a great academic year and appreciate all the support of St. 
James in providing a meaningful ministry to students at WSU.  Our 
Wednesday night program in conjunction with the United Methodist 
campus ministry has attracted a variety of students to form a unique com-
munity.  Our activities and fundraising have supported the Common Min-
istry at WSU as well as St. James parish-based ministry.  Young adults 
have been welcomed on Sundays, to Sinners’ Dinners, and into the com-
munity of our congregation. Thank you! 
 
During April, the annual Common Ministry Buffet Auction was held at 
St. James. Special thanks to all who helped make this event a great suc-
cess.  Doug and Marcia Jacobs served on the planning committee and 
helped with auction accounting. Special thanks go to Sue Durrant who 
helped with clean-up “until the bitter end” on the night of the event. This 
offering was a great boost to the Common Ministry. 
 
Also in April, students traveled to Salt Lake City for the Province VIII 
gathering of college students. Sarah Vitort, Dan Mistak, Catherine Patri-
colo, Stephanie Pennick, Mike Pennick and Phil Mixter enjoyed a week-
end focused on stewardship of the earth and stewardship of our relation-
ships to others.  This meaningful experience brought together students of 
varied backgrounds from Alaska to California and as far away as Hawaii. 
 
With graduation, we say farewell to several active members in our group.  
Here’s a partial list of some of those graduating (and their future plans): 

• Mike Pennick (moving to Seattle as wife Stephanie enters graduate 
school) 

• Dan Mistak gets his master’s degree (enters a doctoral program in 
Philosophy at WSU in the fall) 

• Catherine Patricolo gets her master’s degree (enters a doctoral pro-
gram at the Vermont College of Medicine in August) 
• Katie Mathison (enters physical therapy training in Denver in May) 
• Sharon Villagecenter gets her masters in science (Biology)  
 
On a related topic, you may not have heard that United Methodist campus 
pastor Rev. Robert Hicks is taking on a parish outside of Palmer, Alaska 
effective July 1, 2008.  Robert has served the Common Ministry and 
Simpson United Methodist Church for 6 years. He will work with his 
wife, Rev. Tori Hicks, pastor at the Colfax, WA United Methodist 
Church in a joint ministry there.  This news is bittersweet and we wish 
Robert and Tori Godspeed and grace in their transition and work in 
Alaska. Robert’s successor is the Rev. Alissa Bertsch Johnson who 
graduated from WSU in 2001 and was a peer minister at the Common 
Ministry.  Alissa is currently a Methodist campus pastor at UCLA in 
Westwood, CA. 
 
Submitted by Phil Mixter 
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WWWWorshiporshiporshiporship                     

. 

Please watch the Sunday bulletin and website 

for when we will be going to our Summer 9 am 

single worship service Schedule 

 

May 11 Pentecost– Wear Red  

The People of St. JamesThe People of St. JamesThe People of St. JamesThe People of St. James                                            

 
 
 

Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education    
 
Vacation Bible School 

Registration forms will be available May 1 for the Community 
Vacation Bible School, THE TREK: THE JOURNEY NEVER 
ENDS, June 23-27, 9am to 3pm (9 to 11:30 for preschool-
ers). We are also recruiting volunteers for the session: small 
group leaders, registration help, preschool leaders for Bible 
Story, Crafts, Games, Music. St. James is also invited to pro-
vide snacks for one day - for about 100 kids! Signups will be 
available for all these opportunities. 

 
Nursery     
May 4--Cherish 
May 11--Cherish 
 

Teachers  needed for 9am-Junior High Group 

 May 11, May 18, May 25 and June 8 
 

Teachers need for Kindergarten-5th Grade 

May 25 and June 8 
 

Sign-up sheet in Parish hall 

The Altar Guild thanks everyone who brought flowers to the church for Easter Sunday. 
The sanctuary looked beautiful with all the different colors and variety of flowers --and we 
appreciated the help!  -----Linda Adams, co-chair, Altar Guild 
 

St. James’ first annual Ladies Tea was a smashing success!  Over 60 people gathered on 
April 26th to gorge on a magnificent display of goodies while raising money for two worthy 
causes.  Preliminary subtotals indicate that we raised over $2,000 for Kiva and the Central Asia 
Institute.  Many thanks to those who served on the committee, hosted tables, invited friends, baked 
treats, as well as to those who showed up and gave generously.  A special word of thanks goes out 
to Carol Porter who tirelessly worked to organize the affair.  Can’t wait till next year! 
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Province 8 College Students and Young Adults Conference in Salt Lake City 

 
During the last weekend in March, something strange happened in Salt Lake City Utah: young Episcopal adults 
from all over Province VIII converged on the city.  It was a time for evangelism.  Before you begin to imagine 
some type of reverse mission--with bike-riding liturgically minded Episcopal students preaching the benefits of 
the latest Lambeth pronouncements with Book of Common Prayer in hand—I should warn you that our good news 
was one for our fellow Episcopal young adults: you are not alone and you are a part of this world.  We spent our 
weekend learning more about the roles we can play in our churches, our faith system and in our world. 
Friday began with our first keynote speaker about responsible stewardship of our resources.  The speaker awak-
ened us to increase social responsibility in our fragile environment.  Our generation was inheriting a world on the 
precipice of natural disaster and thoughtfulness is necessary for the road ahead.  Our second key note speaker was 
on Saturday.  We learned about a fantastic interfaith organization called “Utah Power and Light” that is encourag-
ing churches to begin following responsible “green” policies in their building plans and energy usage.  Our final 
keynote address was from some special guests from Province VII.  The speakers talked about their campus minis-
try in Honduras.   They told us of the tragedy of the HIV/AIDS crisis in Honduras.  Currently, the country has 
around 18,000 people suffering from this tragic disease with only enough funding to treat 5,000 people.  The 
speakers were very frank about the problems they face teaching sex education in their cities.  Unfortunately, most 
of their resistance has come from other churches. 
 
Saturday afternoon allowed students to attend many different workshops encompassing a variety of areas of reli-
gious and world awareness.  There were workshops on understanding U.N. Millennium Development Goals, reli-
gious Fundamentalism and our location-specific event: understanding the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints.  But for me, the greatest benefit came from sharing time with others.  Four other students, a leader and I 
traveled from Washington State University (WSU) to SLC.  We all got the benefit of learning and seeing other 
peoples’ walks of faith.  How they were tackling the difficult issues of trying to understand our faith in the context 
of being members of the world.  My greatest blessing came from hearing how another student’s life had led her to 
where she is right now.  The Episcopal Church is not unique in the fact that it encompasses people from many 
backgrounds, but I have found that it is a church that does not erase our history once we come in the doors.  These 
experiences are what make us who we are and can help encourage each other to grow toward the perfection we are 
drawn to in Christ.  These experiences are the evangelism that has encouraged me and shown me, as always, that 
the Episcopal Church does indeed allow many to come to Christ’s table and say though we are many, we are one. 

Submitted by Dan Mistak, Washington State University student and member of St. James (Pullman, WA) 
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      Parish Announcements  

Camp Cross Schedule-2008 

 

Labor of Love: May 23-26. No cost. 
Leaders In Training: Entering 10th grade and above, May 30-June 1. $90. 
Man Camp: June 6-8. $100. 
Intermediate: Entering 4th through 6th grade 

Session 1: June 22-27 Session 2: July 13-18 Session 3: Aug 3-8. $230 

Junior High: Entering 7th through 8th grades 

Session 1: June 22-27 Session 2: July 13-18 Session 3: Aug 3-8. $230. 

Fourth of July Family Camp: July 3-6. 

$90. $190 for family of three. Additional person under 22: add $15, additional person over 22: add $25. 

Days at the Lake: Any and all, July 6-10. 

$40 per day. $85 per day for a family of three. 

Young Adult Weekend: July 10-13. $90. 
Mid-High: Entering grades 9 and 10, July 20-26. $240. 
Sr. High: Entering grade 11 through graduating seniors, Aug 10-16. $230. 
Labor Day Camp: Aug 29-Sept 1. 

$90. $190 for family of three. Additional person under 22: add $15, additional person over 22: add $25. 

Women’s Weekend: Sept 5-7. $100. 
Closing Weekend: Sept 10-12. $50. $120 for a family of three. 
 
 

H. Chase Shields 
 
Director of Camp Cross and Youth 
The Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 
245 E 13th Ave 
Spokane, WA 99202 
Work: 509.624.5780 
Cell: 509.944.1933 
Toll-Free: 800.359.2587  
chases@spokanediocese.org 
www.campcross.org 

Backyard Harvest at St. James 

 
It started with the cornpatch – that plot of land to the south of the rectory that our former rector, the Rev. Armand 
Larive, so lovingly tended with the guidance of our resident soils scientist, Fred Koehler. The first couple of years 
that Rev. Mary Beth was here, we divided the area into garden plots, worked by a handful of our intrepid garden-
ers. Then graduate student Julie Dawson came up with an idea – why not convert the plot to organically grown 
produce, and why not donate the produce to our local food bank. Eventually the plot was adopted by Amy Grey of 
the Palouse Clearwater Environmental Institute’s Backyard Harvest – which shares the bounty of regional gardens 
with area food banks, Meals on Wheels, and others in need of healthy food. In 2007, Backyard Harvest distributed 
seven tons of fresh produce. If you’re interested in supporting their work with the St. James plot, or have produce 
in your own garden you’d like to share, please contact Amy Grey for more details at 208 669-2259 (home) or 208 
882-1155 (cell). 
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“We are no longer strangers and sojourners but fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God.” 

May 1 Ascension 6:30pm 
May 4 Outreach/Social Justice after 10am service 
May 6 Tapestry  

May 15 Tower Deadline 

May 17 Mom’s Group 10-12 
May 23-26 Labor of Love Camp Cross 
May 28 Buildings & Grounds 7pm 
June 8 Outreach/Social Justice after 10am service 

June 15 Tower Deadline 

June 21 Mom’s Group 10-12 Last one before summer break 

June 25 Buildings & Grounds 7pm 
 
   

  
  


