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December 2007
Beloved friends,

As | write this, the delicious smells of turkey and fixings are wafting from the
parish kitchen in preparation for the feast to be shared with the Community Child
Care Center; an organist is practicing for a Christmas recital; the city has been
emptied out as students, faculty and staff head home for their holiday celebration. As
we prepare to share Thanksgiving with friends and family, it’s also an opportunity for
me to share with this congregation our profound thanks for the ways in which you
have sustained George and me since the first of his three surgeries a year ago. You
have cheered us, fed us, transported us, and found ways to help us through beyond
our own capacity to ask. While there are still some tasks ahead for physical therapy,
the worst is behind us, and George is already looking and feeling better than he has in
a long time. Thank you for your presence on this journey.

Thank you, too, for your faithful response to our annual pledge campaign. Our
treasurer, Dean Ritchie, reports on the results in this issue of the Tower. We’re
encouraged by the ways in which you so generously enable our ministry here both
through your pledged financial gifts and your commitments of time. Thanks to our
great co-chairs, Montine VVona-Pergola and David Seamans for a well-constructed and
coordinated campaign. And thanks, too, to the hosts of our Cottage Meetings:
Margaret Rehberg, Stephan and Mary Flores, Cherish and John Visger, Pat Cruver
and Chris Stone, Adam Benson and SuEllen Barnett. This year’s meetings generated
a lot of bread (!) and great comments and questions. Space won’t allow me to answer
all the questions here — we’ll provide a complete report in the advance package you
receive prior to January’s Annual Meeting. Following is just a sampling of your
questions:

We want Morning Prayer in Advent and Lent Morning Prayer begins at 8:30am
the weekdays of Advent! We’ll do it again in Lent, and then, who knows, perhaps it
will be a regular feature of worship at St. James.

Is the pledge campaign in the fall the only campaign for the full year or are there
more requests coming? Our annual pledge campaign is the one opportunity that we
take each year to ask our parishioners to fund our operating budget. In the coming
year we will ask for additional funds to re-side and paint the south and west walls of
our original building. From time to time, we also have appeals for special gifts — the
United Thank Offering, the Heifer Fund, the Christmas Appeal, disaster relief funds
through Episcopal Relief and Development. At all times, our hope is that your giving
Is generous, intentional and faithful, but not that your generosity end up as a burden to
prevent you from meeting your own needs.

Rector’s letter continued on page 6
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VESTRY DIGEST
November, 13th

Old Business

Campus ministry discussion: arrange a food coordinator for Wed evening Inspire; graduate
student group; faculty group (one previously existed). Tie into existing programs at St.James.
One of our slots on Common Ministry Board is open.

New Business

Due to no health insurance benefit for Parish Assistant, Vestry supported using $1000 from
Discretionary Bequest special fund to pay for this medical emergency. Health Care Committee
is to explore and report to Vestry in December:

e What options are available?
e How much would each of those options cost?
e Alternatives should standard options be too costly?

e Existing state benefit packages?

Stewardship Report

David Seamans provided an interim report [see current report below.] Appreciation given to
Chairs, Montine VVona-Pergola and David Seamans.

Buildings and Grounds

M, S & P to accept $400 bid from MRT to reconnect water supply to embankment.
Nominations Committee

Need for senior warden, five vestry members (one 3 year, three 2 year and one 1 year terms),
and clerk. Under 18 year-olds can’t be elected because of vestry’s role as a contracting body,
but reaffirm that vestry meetings are open to all.

Christian Education

Need for consistency and coordination as well as teachers discussed, with various possibilities
for addressing issue. A committee is charged with meeting with other interested parties to dis-
cuss the possibility of developing a paid coordinator for Christian Education (using reserve
funds until our operating budget can expand to include a stipend.)

Budget process

Dean Ritchie presented draft 2008 budget. Discussion of resource-driven or goal-driven ap-
proach to budgeting. Invite congregation into process through Annual Meeting.

Vestry Notes for this meeting were taken by Sr. Warden, Todd Butler.

From the Treasurer
As of November 14, Christie Sharpe, our pledge secretary has informed me that she has re-
ceived 48 pledges for a total of $145,440. Looking more closely at the data she provided me
with, | see that this figure includes 3 new pledges, and there are 9 pledging units from last year
who have not yet returned a pledge.

The Stewardship Committee will plan to meet early in December and review the list of last
year's pledges that have not responded, and make some individual telephone calls to remind
some of them, in case they've simply forgotten. If you haven't made your pledge but plan to do
so this fall, please turn it in soon.

Compared to last year, our final figure for last year was 54 pledges for a total of $149,120.
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Notes from Carol.............ccooevvvnnn. in the Parish Office

Please check out the lost and found on the coat rack in the hallway to
the Canterbury room
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Prayer Chain
Those fighting Cancer:

Vestry Nominations

Marilyn

Sought
Muff )
Ellen Do you have time and tal- |
Pete_ ents to offer St. James? Are :5)
Jenni you interested in helping cre-
Eileen ate the future of our parish?
Those fighting other IlInesses: Vestry nominations are open for January 2008 elections. Po-
Jeri-MS tential nominees are invited to reflect on the qualifications for
Nicholas— mental illness and responsibilities of serving on vestry:

Henry and Claire— Life transition
Sean- schizophrenia
Gregory- life struggle

- Be a communicant of legal age (18 and older), regular in
prayer and worship.
- Be active in the life of the parish, willing to use spiritual gifts

B'”__ '_” ) ] in leadership positions.

Christian— perthes ( hip) disease - Be a regular contributor to the parish.

Leslie—lupus - Commit to a term of membership on the vestry of either 1
Sofia- juvenile rheumatoid arthritis year (one position) 2 years (three positions) or 3 years (one
Carol W.- hand infection position).

Jessica— bad arm burns - Attend monthly meetings (7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of
Pete— heart attack recovery each month), occasional special meetings and an annual re-
Sylvia L.— abdominal surgery treat.

- Help define and articulate the mission of the parish.
- Ensure effective organization, planning, leadership and re-
sources for the ministries of St. James.

Jacinda— Coma
Janine— depression
Ginny- undiagnosed illness

Julie C.—1ll ‘ If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else for

A vestry, please contact Rev. Rivetti or a member of the nomi-
Special prayers: nating committee: Bruce Kellam, Joe Pergola, Travis Ridout,
Sam- service in Iraq Ruth Vanderwall, or Jean Wardwell.

Campus Ministry News: December 2007

As we move closer to the end of the semester, students focus on getting their academic work done and anticipate a
respite from the rigors of college life. This parallels Advent in so many ways, as we look with anticipation for the
Christ who transforms our lives. Much like Mary and Joseph, students have a stressful journey before the arrival of
that Christ-child. We pray for students, staff and faculty members in the month ahead as they journey through final
exams and intense periods, thanking God for our many blessings.

Students have enjoyed our Wednesday “Inspire!” night gatherings and we thank all those who have helped prepare
meals this month, including Mary Flores, Trevor and Robin Bond, Bruce Kellam and Arvid Olson, Sue Durrant, Al-
ison Mixter, Jean Wardwell, Margaret Rehberg and others. We had about 45 people for our recent pre-Thanksgiving
feast and student devoured the homemade turkey dinner with all the trimmings. The St. James’ hospitality shines
through during these dinner meetings and is an important component of our outreach to young adults on campus. To
support our programs, Bridget Mathison helped coordinate students who park cars during the Novem-
ber 10 football game, raised $477 for campus ministry. In the same way, student young adults are
found throughout the life of St. James, enjoying brunch with the Bishop, singing in the choir, and add-
ing to our rich faith community. We thank St. James’ for the fundraising opportunity and thank all our
campus ministry supporters.

Phil Mixter




News from the parish

Tye Nason Cruver, 23, of Pullman and Bellingham, was
Killed in a traffic accident on Thanksgiving evening as
he was headed home to join his family for the holiday.
A chef at Western Washington University, Tye gradu-
ated from Pullman High School in 2003, and worked
for awhile in the press room of the Moscow-Pullman
Daily News as he explored different paths for his future.
An avid outdoorsman, he joined his father, Pat, and his
brothers Micah and Emmett, in their ongoing love for
Camp Cross, the Episcopal Camp on Lake Coeur

d’Al ne. He is survived by his father and brothers, his
mother Jacqueline, and his father’s companion, Chris-
tine Stone. Friends and family will gather for a funeral
mass at St. James Episcopal Church, 1410 NE Stadium
Way, in Pullman, on Saturday, December 1, at 2pm.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be
made to Camp Cross in Tye’s name. Contributions may
be sent directly to Camp Cross in care of The Episcopal
Diocese of Spokane, 245 East 13" Avenue, Spokane,
WA 99202-1114. St. James church will also accept
contributions made payable to St. James, with the nota-
tion “Tye Cruver memorial”, and will write a single
check in his name to Camp Cross.

Condolences for the family may be sent to Pat Cruver,
820 NW Clifford St., Pullman, WA 99163.

From the Senior Warden Todd Butler

I’m writing this letter on the day before (hopefully, car trou-
ble notwithstanding) Dawn, Abby, and | leave for our
Thanksgiving trip to Memphis. After that it seems like things
only speed up from there—you’ve probably noticed that it’s
gotten cold, and Advent, and then Christmas, will soon be
upon us.

Thus it seems appropriate to take stock of the year, and in
particular the recently-completed pledge campaign. Though
not everything’s been counted yet (there’s still time if you’ve
forgotten!), it looks like we’re on our way for another
healthy year. That’s of particular relief to the vestry, of
course, since it’s a lot more enjoyable to have a budget meet-
ing that focuses on the creation of new possibilities rather
than the cutting of the old.

In taking stock, however, the vestry has also begun rethink-
ing the budget process, hoping to encourage all of us to
dream a bit more and also think more deeply about the direc-
tion we’d like to take St. James’ in over the next several
years.

Currently the budget process is largely (though not entirely)
a reactive one—we see how much has been pledged, and
then we apportion it. This year we’re hoping instead to begin
moving to a more proactive stance, one in which our shared
visions for St. James’ can inform not only our spending but
also our funding.

Part of that process will entail a challenge for the congrega-
tion and its ministry teams. At the annual meeting and else-
where you’ll be encouraged to submit budget plans and
“wish-lists” of what you might hope to do in the future and
how much those ideas might cost. If we have those by April,
which is our goal, we can use them to inform not only our
approach to future stewardship campaigns but also the con-
tributions we make.

Though that’s a change from how we’ve operated, we hope
that such a process will help us all dream a little deeper for
St. James’. And at the risk of an overly extended metaphor,
aren’t deep dreams and hopeful visions at the very heart of
our Advent season?

In Christ,
Todd

Parish Office Hours
Carol: Tues-Fri 9am- 3pm

Lunch from 1-2

Mary Beth: Tues—Thurs 9am -3 p.m.
Lunch from 12 -1




worship

Christian Education

Morning Praver in Advent

We will offer Morning Prayer at St. James during the week-
days of Advent, beginning Monday, December 3, through
Monday, December 24 at 8:30am. This is one of the Daily
Offices of the church, commended for all to be practiced at
home on a regular basis. This is an opportunity for you to
center your preparation for Christmas in the ancient stories
and rhythms of the church. All are welcome to come to the
church for communal prayer. If you cannot join us, the Book
of Common Prayer lays out a detailed explanation for read-
ing the office at home. Or you can join the virtual community
at prayer at www.missionstclare.com.

Lessons & Carols Dec. 9th 7pm

Children’s pageant Dec. 16th 10am service

Christmas Eve Service

Family Service Dec. 24th 4:30pm
Carols Dec. 24th 10:30pm
Christ’s Mass Dec. 24th 11pm

Christmas Day Eucharist 9am

Adult study group :Sundays 9am, in the Canterbury
Room.

Lectionary Study :Thursdays 7pm, in the Canterbury
Room.

During Advent the Nursery, Sunday School and Jr. High
Youth will join together in the Canterbury Room for
Jesse Tree lessons and pageant preparation

Pageant preparation will take place December 2 and 9,
during Church School time; and at 1pm on December 15.

The People of St. James

Greeters Still Needed!

Being on hand to greet visitors, newcomers and "old timers" alike is one of the most rewarding (and easiest) ministries you
can sign up for at St. James'. All it takes is a commitment to arrive for the 10 a.m. service about 15 minutes early once
every month or two. If you'd like to join the greeter corps, please let Travis Ridout (trnidout@hotmail.com) know.

Christian Education Coordinator

At its November meeting, the vestry appointed a working group to be led by three vestry members to investigate the hiring
of a paid Christian Education Coordinator. Because the parish currently lacks an education coordinator, the duties tradi-
tionally performed by the person in the position have been distributed to many people--and some jobs are simply being left
undone. The consensus of the vestry is that a leader is needed in the area of Christian education.

The working group will meet at the church on Tuesday, December 4, at 6:30 p.m. to develop some ideas about what the
job of education coordinator would look like. (Because of the Tapestry concert that evening, we will meeti in the small con-
ference room.) These recommendations will be forward to the vestry for its December 11 meeting. If you would like to be a
part of this conversation, please join us for this meeting or provide your comments to Stephan Flores, Joe Pergola or Travis
Ridout.
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Episcopal Relief and Development is standing by to provide emergency assistance to Bangladeshi communities
affected by Cyclone Sidr. The full extent of the destruction caused by this category 4 storm, the most powerful so
far this year, is not yet known. As of today 7 million people have been uprooted and reports say the death toll
may reach as high as 10,000.

To help people affected by the Cyclone in Bangladesh, please make a donation to ERD’s “Emergency Relief
Fund/Bangladesh Cyclone” online at http://www.er-d.org/ , or call 1-800-334-7626, ext. 5129. Gifts can be mailed
to: Episcopal Relief and Development “Emergency Relief Fund/Bangladesh Cyclone” P.O. Box 7058, Merrifield,
VA 22116-7058.

The Longest Night- Thursday, December 20, 2007

Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the first Christmas without loved family members or friends who have
recently died. Our society’s emphasis on family and togetherness can highlight the loneliness of those who are separated
from loved ones. The anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health, the pain
of isolation - all these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating and spending.

Many of us need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern. We need to know that we are not alone.

The Longest Night worship service provides an opportunity to do that with ritual, reflection, and singing. On Thursday,
December 20, at 7:00 p.m. you are invited to gather with people from the Moscow/Pullman area to remember the light of
God’s presence in the midst of the darkness. An ecumenical worship service held at Community Congregational UCC, 525
NE Campus, Pullman. Childcare will be provided.

...Rector’s letter, continued

What is the vestry; what does it do? The vestry is the body within a congregation that, with the clergy, leads the
parish. The vestry helps to discern the vision toward which God is drawing that particular community; articulates
and communicates the vision; holds the community accountable for its realization of that vision; and keeps the
mission of the Church and that of the individual congregation clearly before the parish community. At our Annual
Meeting on January 27, the parish will elect five new members of the vestry. (See the invitation on page 3 for
more details.)

May the Sun of Righteousness rise in your hearts; may you rejoice in the light of Christ. And a blessed holiday
season be with you all. =




Parish Announcements

Mark your calendars for Twelfth Night!

Due to the University calendars this year we will have our annual Twelfth Night celebration on Saturday January 12,
2008. Potluck Hors d’ oeuvres start the festivities at 5:30pm followed by a catered dinner at 6:30pm. As soon as
Will sets the menu for dinner there will be an announcement in the weekly bulletin. There are sign-up sheets in the
parish hall for a variety of ways to help. You can bring an appetizer to share, you could help with table centerpieces
(the church has lots of goodies that make beautiful centerpieces!), you could volunteer to make the punch, to help set
the tables the day of the event, or even to help provide entertainment! This year Sylvia Hutton will be helping me in
the scheduling of the entertainment portion of the evening. Performers will be allotted up to 10 minutes. Past per-
formances have included a variety of musical talents, the reading of funny passages from a favorite book, skits, and
of course, Brother Dave! Twelfth Night is an adults only evening, but childcare costs can be reimbursed through a
request to ECW. If you have any questions please ask Claudia Wohlfeil (332-0931) Twelfth Night chair. I’ll need a
final head count by no later than Thursday January 4™.

From Margaret Rehberg:

We have the Memorial Garden dedicated, and what a beautiful day it was! The weather and the spirit co-
operated for a beautiful service! Some have asked about the proposed Columbarium. At our various
meetings of building and grounds and vestry in proposing and planning the Memorial Garden, we agreed
that we were not able to take on the permanent responsibility of a columbarium. Given our parish's his-
tory of "wandering" over the years we've been established in Pullman, we aren't in a position to under-
take the perpetual care of remains. Ashes can be deposited in the Memorial Garden, but not in self-
contained vessels. (There are containers available that will dissolve in the earth and allow the ashes to
enrich the soil.) We do wish to develop a memorial plaque honoring those in whose memory funds have
been given, perhaps using a tree of life image, with names engraved on each leaf. For more permanent
resting places, we recommend the local cemetery or the columbarium at the Cathedral.

Special message to those who live alone--you are invited to Margaret Rehberg for a bit of food and
fellowship on Sunday, December 9th. 2 -?

Vestry Clerk position open Jan 1, 2008

After two years of service, Vestry Clerk Claudia Wohlfeil is stepping down December 31, 2007. The clerk position
can be filled by a Vestry member or by a parishioner elected at the annual meeting. I’m asking any interested par-
ties to contact myself Claudia (332-0931 or email candwwohlfeil@yahoo.com) or the office. A complete list of job
responsibilities is available in the office, but basically the clerk takes notes and makes those notes available to the
Vestry via minutes and the Congregation via digest notice in the Tower. A complete copy of the minutes is always
posted in the office for review. The clerk also types up the agenda ahead of the monthly Vestry meetings, meets
with the Executive Committee as requested, and takes notes at the Annual Meeting. | prayerfully ask everyone to
consider serving in this capacity or as a Vestry member.

Thank you

Claudia Wohlfeil
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“We are no longer strangers and sojourners but fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God.”
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